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When pursuing a PhD you should have the freedom
do become an expert in a very special field of science.
Consequently, the curriculum [1] does not squeeze
you in some tight corset but boils down to the lowest
common denominator valid for every PhD candidate
at TU Wien. This brings not only freedom but also
some danger, and every PhD should (or even has to)
specify some more rules for their studies. To this
end, TU Wien provides three important document
forms which are combined in one PDF file [2], the
wide-sense thesis agreement. See the paper in your
hands as some kind of explanation on how to fill in
these three document forms.

1 Announcement of a doctoral thesis

The announcement of a doctoral thesis, which is shown in Fig-
ure 1, is the first of three document forms. You should submit
it early in your PhD studies and it is necessary for completing
your dissertation. You need to submit a short abstract of your
planned research together with the announcement of your
thesis.

1 Your master (or equivalent) program, which enables you
to pursue a dissertation.

2 The program you enroll in (784.xxx Social Sciences and
Economics, 786.xxx Technical Sciences, 791.xxx Natural
Sciences) depends on the discipline in which you are
pursuing your doctoral degree. All of these programs
are equivalent to a PhD and they only differ in the title
(Dr.techn., Dr.rer.nar., Dr.rer.soc.oec.) you are awarded
once you finish. Which of the studies you should enroll
depends on your personal flavor but also your supervisor
may favor one over the other.

3 There are two types of writing your doctoral thesis called
cumulative dissertation and monograph. A cumulative
dissertation is more or less your published papers stapled
together to one file and an introduction which explains
how the findings in your papers sum up to the great
whole. The monograph is a complete new work combin-
ing your already published papers in a new frame. Ask
your supervisor if they prefer a monograph/cumulative
dissertation.

4 If you need materials, lab resources or funding from the
organizational unit you also need approval of the head of
the institute.

2 Thesis agreement

The thesis agreement (in the narrow sense) is an agreement
between your supervisor and you. It should provide security
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Meldung einer Dissertation
Announcement of a doctoral thesis
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Dissertation/Doctoral Thesis
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Kumulative Dissertation
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Arbeitstitel der Dissertation:
Title of the thesis:

Familienname, Vorname:
Last Name, First Name
Universitat, Institut:
University, Institute:

K o-Supervision (optional It. Punkt 11)
Familienname, Vorname:
Last Name, First Name :

Universitat, Institut:
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Datum: Unterschrift Doktorand_in
Date: Signature Doctoral Candidate:
Datum: Unterschrift Betreuer_in
Date: Signature Supervisor:

Datum: Unterschrift Ko-Betreuer_in:
Date: Signature Co-Supervisor:

Datum: Unterschrift Ko-Betreuer_in:
Date: Signature Co-Supervisor:

Datum: Unterschrift Institutsleitung:
Date: Signature Head of the Institute:

Entscheidung Studiendekan_in / Decision of the Dean of Academic Affairs
Das Dissertationsvorhaben wird
The Dissertation Proposal is

genehmigt
approved

nicht genehmigt?
not approved?

Datum: Unterschrift Studiendekan_in:
Date: Signature Dean of Academic Affairs:

Gemé §23 Abs. 6 des iles "Studi i i " ist bei von Thema und Betreuung der Dissertation an

das Studienrechtliche Organ (Studiendekan_innen) eine kurze Darstellung der Problemstellung der Dissertation abzugeben. Wenn das
Feld " iet" ausgefiillt wird, ist derjenige/diejeni g _in zusténdig.

Pursuant to section 23 para 6 Study Law of the Statute of TU Wien a short abstract has to be handed in together with the announcement of the
thesis. If the box "Field of Research"is filled in, then that is the responsible Dean of Academic Affairs.

Figure 1: First Document: Announcement of a doctoral thesis.

for both your supervisor and you. Both of you agree on e.g.
the form and language of your thesis and how often you meet
your supervisor.

5 Here you decide in which language your dissertation will
be written. Note: The language can be changed at any
time too by resubmitting a new agreement.

6 Here you and your supervisor should agree on how of-
ten and in which form both of you discuss the ongoing
scientific research.

7 Here you agree with your supervisor about how often you
see/hear each other and talk about the process and state
of your studies. This helps you getting regular meetings
with your supervisor. It ensures that she/he has time
capacities for you and your research. If she/he has a
very tight schedule you may remind her/him about this
agreement.



Dissertationsvereinbarung t
Vereinbarung zwischen Doktorandin/Doktorand, Betreuerinnen/Betreuer
und der Technischen Universitat Wien
Thesis agreement
did the supervisor and the TU Wien

the doctoral

Zwischen Doktorandin / Doktorand, Betreuerinnen / Betreuer und der Technischen Universitit Wien wird im
Rahmen der Umsetzung des oben genannten Dissertationsprojektes, gemaR der Satzung der Technischen
Universitat Wien und unter Berticksichtigung der Salzburger Prinzipien, folgendes vereinbart:

The doctoral candidate, the doctoral advisor and the TU Wien agree, according to the statutes of the TU
Wien under consideration of the Salzburg principles as follows:

1. Fur die Umsetzung des Dissertationsprojektes gilt der auf dem Dissertationsvorschlag basierende und von
Betreuerin / Betreuer und Doktorandin / Doktorand vereinbarte Zeit- und Arbeitsplan.

1. The thesis has to be realised within the agreed time and work frame of the thesis proposal

3. Periodische, jedenfalls jahrliche formlose Berichte dokumentieren den Fortgang und die Entwicklung des
Dissertationsprojektes. Diese Berichte werden vom Studierenden in Abstimmung mit der Betreuerin / dem
Betreuer dem zustandigen Dekanat tGibermittelt und als Anhang der Dissertationsvereinbarung beigefuigt.

2. Die Dissertation wird in

2. The thesis will be written in

3. Periodically, or at least yearly, thesis progress and development reports are to be documented. The doctoral
candidate will send these reports, which have to be approved by the thesis advisor(s) to the appropriate
dean's office.

4. Die Betreuerinnen / Betreuer werden den Fortgang des Dissertationsprojektes laufend begleiten und
abgegebene Texte innerhalb einer angemessenen Frist in

4. The progress of the thesis will continuously be supervised by the doctoral supervisor(s). The thesis supervisors will
comment on reports and provide feedback within an appropriate time-limit and -

5. Die Betreuerin / der Betreuer unterstiitzt die Doktorandin / den Doktoranden durch institutionelle Einbettung.

7. Die Doktorandin / der Doktorand wird in Absprache mit der Betreuerin / dem Betreuer gemiR §3 Abs. 2 und §4
des Curriculums fir das Doktoratsstudium Lehrveranstaltungen im AusmaR von 18 ECTS absolvieren. Bei der
Auswahl der Lehrveranstaltungen sind die Vorgaben des studienrechtlichen Organs zu bericksichtigen. Die
Doktorandin / der Doktorand soll in Absprache mit der Betreuerin / dem Betreuer zusétzlich Lehrveranstaltungen
zum Erwerb von Schlisselkompetenzen (transferable skills) besuchen. Eine eventuelle Anrechnung fiir die in
§3 Abs. 2 des Curriculum fiir das Doktoratsstudium vorgeschriebenen Lehrveranstaltungen erfolgt in Absprache
mit dem studienrechtlichen Organ.

5. The doctoral supervisor will assist the candidate by supporting his/her in the ic envir

6. Feedbackgesprache: Der Fortgang der Arbeit wird

6. Feedback discussion: The progress of the thesis will be discussed

7. The doctoral candidate agrees to complete courses equivalent to the amount of 18 ECTS credits according to §3
(2) and § 4 of the curriculum those courses have to be chosen in cooperation with the doctoral supervisor and
approved by the dean of Academic Affairs. The guidelines of the dean of Academic Affairs have to be complied with.
The doctoral candidate may after consultation with the thesis supervisors — complete additional course work to
gain core competencies (transferable skills). If and to what extent said courses count towards the study-specific
curriculum of the doctoral program is decided by the dean of Academic Affairs.

8. Weitere wissenschaftliche Eigenleistungen (Teilnahme an Konferenzen, Summer Schools, Publikationen, Lehre
usw.) sind ausdriicklich erwiinscht und kénnen in Absprache mit der Betreuerin / dem Betreuer festgelegt werden.
Eine Anerkennung dieser Lehrveranstaltungen fiir die wissenschaftliche Vertiefung ist méglich, sofern dies das
studienrechtliche Organ genehmigt.

8. Additional scientific contributions of the doctoral candidate (such as participating in conferences, summer
schools, publications. teaching etc.) are strongly recommended and should be agreed upon in concurrence with the
thesis advisors. If approved by the dean of studies, some of these aforementioned scientific contributions may
count towards study credits required by the doctoral program.

9. Die Doktorandin / der Doktorand hat die Regeln guter wissenschaftlicher Praxis (Code of Conduct) gemaR

Mitteilungsblatt der Technischen Universitat Wien vom 27.11.2007¢ rz uhal ten.
9. The doctoral ¢ commits to with the Code of Conduct — Rules to Ensure Good Scientific

Practice (Bulletin 27.11.2007).

10. Im Fall von Unklarheiten und Problemen (vor allem im Verhiltnis zwischen Doktorandin / Doktorand und
Betreuerin / Betreuer) soll das studienrechtliche Organ (die Studiendekanin / der Studiendekan) zur Vermittlung
eingeschaltet werden.

10. In the event any ambiguities and / or disagreement, (especially between the doctoral candidate and his/her
advisor(s) an amicable solution, mediated by the dean of Academic Afffairs will be sought.

Hiermit wird festgehalten, dass die zu dieser Vereinbarung fiih Er g
abgegeben werden und somit explizit keinerlei Rechtswirkung haben oder normative Gestaltung bewirken.

ohne jeden

It is explicitly stated that the declarations in this agreement have no legal effect.

Datum und Unterschriften

Date and Sig es

Datum: Unterschrift Doktorandin / Doktorand:
Date: Signature Doctoral Ce

Datum: Unterschrift Betreuerin / Betreuer:
Date: Signature Supervisor:

Der Studiendekan

The Dean of Academic Affairs

Die Dissertationsvereinbarung wird zur Kenntnis genommen.

The Dean of Academic Affairs herewith takes note of the Dissertation Proposal.
Unterschrift Studiendekan:

Signature Dean of Academic Affairs:

Datum:
Date:

Figure 2: Second Document: Thesis agreement (narrow sense).

3 Application for Approval of the
courses for the doctoral program

This is the third document. This may seem the most important
to you. In general, during your PhD you have to gain 18 ECTS
from coursework, the rest of the 180 ECTS credits is dedicated
to your thesis. The curriculum [1] does not further specify
the curses but most faculties have particular guidelines or
requirements [3] regarding the courses.

8 List the courses you plan to take. You may ask your
supervisor (they may have useful suggestions) or have a
look at our list [4]. You can put as many courses as you
want and are not even limited by the provided rows of
this document. You do not have to complete all of them.

This, more or less, is your guarantee that the dean of
academic affairs agrees with your selection. So if you do
18 ECTS from your list, for example 18 out of 32, you
can be sure that you will not be bothered with additional
lectures.
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Ansuchen um i der Vertiefung
Application for Approval of the courses for the doctoral program

Doktorand_in

Doctoral Cc

Matrikelnummer: Geburtsdatum:
Registration number: Date of birth:

Familienname, Vorname:
Last Name, First Name:

Im Rahmen der Vertiefung” sind Le im AusmaR von 18 ECTS-Punkten zu absolvieren (gem.
§ 4 Studienplan). Einschrinkungen betreffend der Auswahl der Lehrveranstaltungen werden vom/von der zustindigen
Studiendekan_in festgelegt (siehe Informationen auf der Homepage der zustandigen Fakultat / des zustandigen Dekanats).

The doctoral program consists of courses amounting to 18 ECTS-Points. For further information regarding the validity of
courses, please see the website of the office of the dean of the faculty.

ECTS Note”|  Datum’

ECTS | Grade|

LVA-Nr. Titel Art | std
Course no. | Title Type| (h)

Wissenschaftliche Vertiefung:
Courses:

*) Datum und Note bitte freilassen, werden beim Einreichen fiir das Rigorosum eingetragen.
Do not illin grade and date; those are filled in when applying for the final exam.

Datum und Unterschriften

Date and Signatures

Datum: Unterschrift Doktorand_in:
Date: Signature Doctoral Candidate:
Datum: Unterschrift Betreuer_in:
Date: Signature Supervisor:

Entscheidung Studiendekan_in
Decision of the Dean of Academic Affairs

Die Lehrveranstaltungen der wissenschaftlichen Vertiefung werden
The courses for the doctoral program are

Datum: Unterschrift Studiendekan_in:
Date: Signature Dean of Academic Affairs:

genehmigt
approved

nicht genehmigt
not approved

Third Document: Application for Approval of the
courses for the doctoral program.

Figure 3:

4 General Information

Things may change during your studies and so also none of the
three document forms is written in stone. In fact you are free
to change them at any time. However, changing them means
bureaucracy not only for you but also for your supervisor.
Changing them monthly may seem too often, don’t go too far
Or you may anger your supervisor.

Depending on your institute, the dean of studies may de-
mand some extra things (like a proficiency evaluation) before
signing the three documents.
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